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Deciding to leave your home country to pursue an academic career abroad, that may span

Voice of
International Student

across multiple years, is not an easy choice, and requires commitment and strong will.

| chose to study in Japan was because it was a great opportunity to experience and work in
a completely different culture from what | was used to in Europe. Living in a foreign country
without knowing the language was extremely challenging, but nonetheless | received all the
necessary support for surviving the Japanese bureaucracy and daily life. My laboratory
colleagues were also particularly helpful in guiding me through the various administrative

processes, ensuring that my life in Japan was as smooth as possible.

Living so far away from home, and in an international context such as Osaka University, was
the opportunity to meet and work with other people from different cultures and universities. |
enjoyed meeting and working with researchers and students from all around the world: one
day you could meet a person from the other side of the globe, and the next day a guy living

40km away from your 300 people hometown.

This time period also brought the most challenging, unexpected and unprecedented event in
recent years. When the coronavirus pandemic hit, all the international exchange students left
the university and returned to their home countries. It was a challenging time, as we were
faced with a great deal of uncertainty and had to adjust to a rapidly changing situation. Osaka
University implemented measures to ensure the safety and wellbeing of its students and staff,
such as online classes and social distancing guidelines. This meant that most of our social and
academic life became online, including student parties. Nonetheless, the university made a
great effort to ensure a decent student life and learning experience, despite the sanctions

imposed by the government.

Ultimately, | was hired by an internationally known Japanese company after the completion of
my Ph.D., and | believe that my experience at Osaka University played an important role in
helping me secure this position. | am proud to have been a student at this institution and hope

to keep up the name of Osaka University wherever my career takes me in the future.

AVE1—9HAITVIFEK
Department of Computer Science

Davide Pizzolotto
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