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I would like to extend my congratulations on the completion of your doctoral studies at Osaka 

University.  Since the discovery of the new coronavirus, we are now in a situation where a little 

light is being seen toward the after-coronavirus.  However, the infection itself has not yet been 

contained, and the severe times continue.  Especially, you have experienced the hardship of 

spending most of your doctoral studies with the coronary disaster. In spite of such circumstances, 

you all received your degrees today.  I would like to express my sincere respect and 

congratulations for your efforts.  I would also like to express my deepest gratitude for your 

support of our research activities and extend my heartfelt congratulations to you. 

 

This year, the Graduate School of Information Science and Technology celebrates its 20th 

anniversary.  To mark this milestone, we have taken several measures.  First, we reviewed the 

philosophy of the Graduate School.  The main points are as follows. 

◼ Information science began with Shannon's information theory and is now established as an 

academic discipline, expanding its scope to include hardware, software, and content. 

◼ Furthermore, the discipline of information science has continued to evolve, extracting 

structured information from data, discovering value from information, generating 

knowledge, and evolving into intelligence. 

◼ It is important to continue to support the development of related fields and return research 

results to society by using the results of information science and the fields that form the 

foundation of information science, such as life science, mathematics, and information and 

physical science, as seeds. 

As information science has been established as an academic discipline, we are strongly conscious 

of our desire to reconsider information science in a more future-oriented manner, as well as our 

desire to solve social issues and give back to society through our research results. 

 

As you know, information technology has now become an essential technology in all fields of 

research.  In particular, digital transformation (DX) is getting a lot of attention, that is, the use 

of digital technology to transform the process of information processing in organizations.  But, 

of course, it does not stop there.  There are high expectations for the possibility of transforming 

organizational and social structures themselves.  At the same time, the expansion of 

information technology into society has led to many issues that cannot be solved by researchers 

in the field of information science alone.  As a result, collaboration with researchers in various 

fields that require information technology has become indispensable.  In other words, we have 

reached a point where further development of information science cannot be expected without 

so-called co-creation innovation.  In other fields besides information science, a situation is 

emerging in which simply utilizing AI technology or processing big data is not enough to be 

recognized as new research.  This means that research based on the further advancement of 



information technology is required, and further collaboration with information science is 

needed in other fields as well. 

 

As members of the human species, we researchers in the information sciences are responsible 

for the development of 21st century society.  To this end, we are responsible for making the use 

of advanced information technology ubiquitous in all fields, and for the penetration and 

development of DX in industrial and economic society, as well as in our daily lives.  Of course, 

we have already seen many negative aspects of the excessive development of information 

technology.  Recently, there was an insider’s tip-off that Facebook has a specification that 

selects content that amplifies anger to select content that amplifies anger.  This may be an 

extreme example.  However, there are many indications that social networking sites are causing 

social division. In a diverse society, it is natural for opinions to conflict.  What is important is to 

continue efforts to resolve conflicts of opinion through the power of communication.  This role 

is also required of researchers in the field of information science, and it is only when this is 

achieved that information science will be accepted by society. 

 

User acceptance of new technologies is diverse and generally not high.  Therefore, it is 

necessary to envision what the users of information technology want from it, and how it can 

change not only new ways of life, but also the very nature of cities and civilization itself.  I 

believe that information science cannot exist without a deep understanding of people, not only 

their innate characteristics, but also their limitations and diversity. 

 

What is necessary for this is collaboration and fusion with various research fields, and I believe 

that this is the very mission required of information science in the future.  I hope that you will 

take this opportunity to think about how to give back to society the results of your research, 

which will contribute to solving social problems and further social development.  I am sure that 

you have acquired not only solid research skills through the process of earning your doctoral 

degree, but also communication and conceptual skills.  I sincerely hope that you will 

demonstrate these abilities and contribute to the development of our future society. 

 

Finally, I would like to conclude my words of congratulations by wishing you all a happy and 

prosperous future. 
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