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Attracted by Japanese culture, | embarked on a journey to Japan for my studies in December

Voice of
International Student

2018. This was my first experience living abroad, and adjusting to life in Japan presented

significant challenges. Fortunately, the support from my teachers and fellow students was

essential in helping me navigate the complexities of both academic and daily life. Their
guidance was crucial in overcoming obstacles, enabling me to complete my Master’ s degree

at Osaka University and proceed with my doctoral studies.

Enrolling at such an international institution as Osaka University meant that | had numerous
opportunities to interact and share research with scholars from around the globe. The
university offers many programs aimed at enhancing students’ presentation skills and research
quality. | had the opportunity to participate in a program called “Support for Pioneering
Research Initiated by the Next Generation,” where students from different disciplines
presented their research and explored possibilities for interdisciplinary collaboration. This
program also provided me with substantial support in terms of living expenses, covering most

of my costs in Japan.

Beyond the interactions within the campus, Osaka University’ s backing allowed me to
participate in several international conferences. Despite the challenges posed by the
coronavirus pandemic preventing physical attendance, these conferences facilitated valuable
online interactions. Engaging virtually with students and researchers from diverse institutions
worldwide, | was able to gain fresh insights and perspectives that enriched my research. These
experiences not only broadened my academic network but also enhanced my understanding of
global research trends and methodologies, proving immensely beneficial to my academic

growth.

This study abroad experience has been incredibly precious to me. At Osaka University, | not
only faced tough academic challenges but also got to dive into a mix of cultures that opened
my eyes to the world. This experience has set me up for success in my future work, and at the

same time, I’ ve made memories and friendships that I’ Il never forget.

AT LTHER
Department of Information Systems Engineering

Shuaicai Ren
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