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Since I was a student in a
Venezuelan university, I wanted
to do a research on videogame
Al. My inspiration was watching
how friends who play against each
other adapt their strategies in
order to take advantage of the

patterns of their opponent. The

AT at that time was far from being
able to produce the beautiful choreography that players accustomed to each
other develop. Hence, I wanted to research and develop an AI system that could
adapt to their opponent, like a human player does, and guarantee long hours
of fun even when playing alone. Three years ago I received a scholarship from
MONBUKAGAKUSHO that allowed me to come to this wonderful country to
pursue my objective.

Those three years passed very quickly, but did not pass in vane. I have
learned many things, not only related to studies and research, but also related
to culture, specially academic culture.

The master course was different from what I expected. Apparently, the
academic tradition in Venezuela and in Japan are different. In Venezuela they
are more focused on the theory, on the rigor of proofs, on the mathematical
basis of problems. Coming from this tradition, I was expecting very difficult
classes, full of incomprehensible mathematics and problems nearly impossible
to solve. What I found originally perplexed me. Instead of trying to understand
complicated theories, the classes were devoted to showing clear concepts and
practical use, instead of diving deep into only one subject, the classes tried to
show a comprehensive view of the topics.

Similarly to the classes, the focus of the research of many master and
PhD students is highly practical. From my tradition I would consider that
dealing with highly practical problems would be tainting the academic quest
for knowledge: the academic research would produce theoretical knowledge, an
engineer in a factory would see how to fit theory with practice.

My way of thinking regarding academic research changed. Now I understand
the positive side of this practical approach. Theories are not inherently better
than practice, theories exist to be applied, and researching how to connect

reality with theories -a very difficult endeavor- is a praiseworthy effort.



Another interesting difference is the rate of production of publications. In
Venezuela, students would rarely aim at publishing a graduation or Masters
thesis, while in Japan every student presents his/her research, even if it is
only as a poster in a local conference. As a matter of fact, my first public
presentation was here in Japan. I feel being introduced to this world of
conferences allows the student to immerse him/herself in the academic world,
to understand the exchange and interrelation between researchers in the
process of producing knowledge. It is indeed a very motivating experience from
which students may gain energy to continue in the research work-line.

Surrounded by this very exciting research world I got the energies to
advance with my project. The research arrived to satisfying results: the Al is
able to learn the patterns of the players and adapt to them. Of course, it is still
not a perfect Al, there is a lot of
room for improvement, but I hope
it will become a step in the right
direction to make games that can
be entertaining even when playing
alone. A big percentage of this
success lies with my professors
and senior students, who advised

and guided me. To all of them,

thank you very much.
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